
November should be renamed ñThankfulness.ò  

The month begins with All Saints  and All 

Souls days, a rememberance of the holy people 

who have died but have left their mark in our 

lives.  The month concludes with Thanksgiving 

and our own ñHeroic Vow Assembly.ò  It is a 

celebration of leadership and commitment, 

symbolically embodied in our Seniors and our 

Lasallian Educator of the Year Awardee, Sr. 

Ann Marie. Sr. Ann Marie was nominated by 

the teachers and staff as embodied the 

Lasallian values and commitment we espouse.   

Dedication and sacrifice of many parents in 

the work of the school for the sake of our 

students has marked the past two months.  Our 

athletic teams do well, in part, because of the 

parents who get them to practices and games, 

set up the home game facilities (and clean up), 

and help organize fundraising (examples of our 

success in this area are on page 7).  Thank you. 

Accreditation:  Input to our accreditation 

year has been helpful.  Our students took the 

student survey and about 90 of our families 

took the parent survey.  We are compiling 

reports for the accreditation visiting team 

arriving in March and will formulate some kind 

of report for parents.  A brief glimpse:  over 

94% of our parents surveyed felt their child is 

more aware of a connection with God as a 

result of his/her experiences at La Salle and 

over 95% feel the benefits of a Lasallian 

education outweigh the costs.  Most ranked 

ñQuality Educationò as the #1 reason for 

sending their child to La Salle (#2ðñCatholic/

Religious Valuesò and  #3ðñSafetyò). 

Teacher and Coach Evaluation:  To help 

raise our consciousness on an annual basis 

of how we are doing, we conducted, last 

year, input surveys for our students on their 

experience of being on their specific sport 

teams and in specific classes.  The coach/
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team input is each sport 

season and the teacher 

input was last Fall and 

will be conducted again 

this Fall.  The teacher 

input allows students to reflect on the evidence 

they see in their teachersô teaching and assesses 

the level of its effect according to the following 

areas: 

¶ Zeal:  Exhibiting enthusiasm, presence and 

energy for students, subject matter and 

Lasallian core values.  

¶ Rigor (Skills):  Identify what we want 

students to be able to do and use effective 

strategies to build skills.  

¶ Rigor (Knowledge):  Identify what we want 

students to know and understand and use 

effective strategies to build knowledge. 

¶ Relevance:  Communicating knowledge by 

solving a problem, presenting a product, 

designing a process or taking some action of 

importance to self and others.  

¶ Reflection:  (Thinking)- Acquiring and using 

mental strategies to make meaning, think 

critically, and solve problems. 

The survey not only produces valuable critiques 

for the teachers, but engages the students in 

reflecting on their own engagement in learning.  

Data gathered allowed teachers to see individual 

classroom feedback (all anonymous) as 

compared to departmental and school wide 

feedback.  We are thankful to our La Salle 

school in Milwaukie, Oregon who developed, 

with their teachers, the base questionnaire which 

we then modified for ourselves.  

Opt Up:  Every two years all schools in the 

State submit to the WIAA enrollment numbers 

for grade 10, 11, 12.  According to those 

numbers, the schools are then divided into 

Division levels for athletics, which places us at 

the 2B level.  Schools may exercise the option 
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to apply up to a bigger school level (to ñopt upò).  The process requires applications and we feel it is 

important to consult on the dynamics foreseen in making applications.  Opting up is a big decisionð 

so big that the public paper dove in early on in the consultations and printed an article which made it 

appear the decision and approval was a done deal.  Itôs not.  We are seriously considering opting up 

and will be making application by the first of a couple State deadline dates.  We feel it is fair to all 

involved (particularly our own students and parents, as well as the leagues we are in and would 

suspect to be in if the opting up goes through) to address the concerns and application early to see 

the impact of the practical planning we do this time of year for next year.  We still have time to 

withdraw the intent to opt up.  We encourage input through our survey online (ñAthleticsò and then 

the ñOpt Up Surveyò link) through Sun., Nov. 8  To the over 105 students, parents, prospective 

students/parents, and supporters who have already taken the surveyð

thanks (81 for, 17 Neutral, 7 Against:  very helpful comments also).  

Nov. 8 is the day of our OPEN HOUSE from 1:00-4:00 pm.  Please 

encourage families to attend and to consider application to La Salle).   

46 Bins Picked 
10 bins:  Seniors  in Tieton (pears) 

12 bins:  Juniors in Wapato (apples) 

12 bins:  Sophomores in Yakima (apples) 

12 bins:  Freshmen in Wapato (apples) 

 

Thank you to Lisa Hall and Jaclyn King at Northwest 

Harvest who set up the orchards and arrangements.  

Thanks to Jan Luring as well as the McDonaldõs 

teams at 40th/River Road in Yakima and in Zillah for 

the donated lunches.   
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THE LIGHTNING  

THANK  YOU 
NORTHWEST 
HARVEST, 
MCDONALDôS, 
AND OUR 
ORCHARDIST 
FRIENDS 

 

SUN., NOV. 8 IS 
OUR OPEN 
HOUSE.  
INVITE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
STUDENTS AND 
FAMILIES , 
PARTICULARLY  
8TH GRADERS, 
TO ATTEND AND 
FIND OUT WHAT 
WE OFFER AS 
THEY CONSIDER 
APPLICATION  TO 
LA SALLE . 

Live Jesus in Our Hearts, 


